
 
 

Unit Overview 

Content Area: Social Studies 

Unit Title: Black American History                                                            Unit: 4 

Target Course/Grade Level:  Eighth Grade                                               Timeline: 3
rd

 Marking Period 

Unit Summary:   

This unit will study the social, political, economical and legal impact that Black Americans faced 

throughout the 19
th

 century.  This unit will focus on slave culture as well as how slavery was central 

in American history in leading toward civil war and the experience that Black Americans faced 

during this pivotal time.  This experience will cover religion, work, family life, abolition and the 

importance of many central issues that arose during this period of time.    

 

Primary interdisciplinary connections:  Language Arts, Technology, Music and Mathematics 

21
st
 century themes and skills: 

-The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to solve 

the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

-Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including global 

perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

Unit Rationale:   

Through studying the 19
th

 century through Black American perspectives, students will be able to 

understand a unique and accurate history of America.  This unit will oversee the course by which 

America progressed.  This includes sectionalism, legal history (i.e. Amistad, compromises, etc) as 

well as the role of abolitionists in American history.   

 

Learning Targets 

Standards 

 6.1 U.S. History: America in the World: All students will acquire the knowledge and skills to 

think analytically about how past and present interactions of people, cultures, and the 

environment shape the American heritage. Such knowledge and skills enable students to 

make informed decisions that reflect fundamental rights and core democratic values as 

productive citizens in local, national, and global communities. 

 9.1 21st-Century Life & Career Skills: All students will demonstrate the creative, critical 

thinking, collaboration, and problem-solving skills needed to function successfully as both 

global citizens and workers in diverse ethnic and organizational cultures. 

 

Content Statements 

 Westward movement, industrial growth, increased immigration, the expansion of slavery, 

and the development of transportation systems increased regional tensions. 

 The ability to recognize a problem and apply critical thinking and problem-solving skills to 

solve the problem is a lifelong skill that develops over time. 

 Gathering and evaluating knowledge and information from a variety of sources, including 

global perspectives, fosters creativity and innovative thinking. 

 

 



CPI #  Cumulative Progress Indicator (CPI) 

6.1.8.A.4.b Analyze how the concept of Manifest Destiny influenced the acquisition of land 

through annexation, diplomacy, and war. 

6.1.8.D.4.a Analyze the push-pull factors that led to increases in immigration, and explain why 

ethnic and cultural conflicts resulted. 

6.1.8.D.4.b Explore efforts to reform education, women’s rights, slavery, and other issues during 

the Antebellum period. 

6.1.8.D.4.c Explain the growing resistance to slavery and New Jersey’s role in the Underground 

Railroad. 

6.1.8.C.4.c Analyze how technological innovations affected the status and social class of different 

groups of people, and explain the outcomes that resulted. 

6.1.8.C.4.b Explain how major technological developments revolutionized land and water 

transportation, as well as the economy, in New Jersey and nation. 

9.1.8.A.1 Develop strategies to reinforce positive attitudes and productive behaviors that 

impact critical thinking and problem-solving skills. 

9.1.8.A.2 Implement problem-solving strategies to solve a problem in school or the community. 

9.1.8.B.1 Use multiple points of view to create alternative solutions. 

9.1.8.B.2 Assess data gathered to solve a problem for which there are varying perspectives 

(e.g., cross-cultural, gender-specific, generational), and determine how the data can 

best be used to design multiple solutions. 

6.1.8.C.3.c Evaluate the impact of the cotton gin and other innovations on the institution of 

slavery and on the economic and political development of the country. 

Unit Essential Questions 

 What forces unite and divide a nation? 

 What problems might a new nation face? 

Unit Enduring Understandings 

   Even though there was less discrimination 

     based on social class, discrimination based on 

     sex and race grew worse beginning in the   

    1820’s. 

   A racist attitude led to the belief that the United 

     States had the right to take over new lands. 

   Expansion had positive economic affects for the 

    country but negatively impacted Native 

    Americans, Chinese Americans, Mexican 

    Americans and African Americans. 

  The survival and prosperity of the economic 

    system in the South depended on the use of 

 slave labor. 

 The economy in the North was influenced by new 

inventions and changes in 

communication and transportation. 

 Anti slavery advocates believed that only by ending 

slavery could the United States become truly 

democratic. 

 Political and social reform in America in the 1840’s 

was based on the ideals of liberty and 

     equality expressed in the Declaration of 

Independence. 



Unit Learning Targets 

Students will ... 

 Describe the political, economic, and social changes in New Jersey and American society preceding the 

Civil War, including the early stages of industrialization, the growth of cities, and the political, legal, and 

social controversies surrounding the expansion of slavery. 

 Discuss American cultural, religious, and social reform movements in the antebellum period. 

 Explain the concept of the Manifest Destiny and its relationship to the westward movement of settlers and 

territorial expansion, including the purchase of Florida (1819), the annexation of Texas (1845), the 

acquisition of the Oregon Territory (1846), and territorial acquisition resulting from the Mexican War 

(1846-1848). 

 Explain the characteristics of political and social reform movements in the antebellum period in New 

Jersey, including the 1844 State Constitution, the temperance movement, the abolition movement, and the 

women’s rights movement. 

 Discuss sectional compromises associated with westward expansion of slavery, such as the Missouri 

Compromise (1820) and the continued resistance to slavery by African Americans. 

 Understand the institution of slavery in the United States, resistance to it, and New Jersey’s role in the 

Underground Railroad. 

 Understand how African Americans suffered under slavery. 

 Understand how the Cotton Gin caused slavery to expand in the South. 

 Discuss how reformers tried to end slavery and how Americans reacted to the Anti-slavery Movement. 

     Explain how the Dred Scott decision was a major setback for the antislavery forces and caused the nation 

    to divide Construct timelines of the events occurring during major eras. 

     Explain how major events are related to one another in time. 

     Select and use various geographic representations to compare information about people, places, regions, 

    and environments. 

     Use maps and other documents to explain historical migration of people, expansion and disintegration of 

    empires, and growth of economic and political systems. 

     Compare and contrast differing interpretations of current and historical events. 

     Assess the credibility of sources by identifying bias and prejudice in documents, media, and computer- 

    generated information. 

     Select and analyze information from a variety of sources to present a reasoned argument or position in a 

    written and/or oral format. 

 

Evidence of Learning 

Summative Assessment: 

 

1. Write a research paper on the importance of people, events and compromises in Black 

American history. 

2. Reenact the experience of the Underground Railroad and discuss the importance of it 

throughout the abolitionist movement.   

3. Write an obituary of John Brown 

4. Write a newspaper editorial opposing/supporting the Fugitive Slave Law 

5. Create a timeline of the battle over slavery. 

Equipment needed:  SMARTboard, Laptop, student computer access, databases/library 

Teacher Instructional Resources:  

1. America: History of Our Nation (2009) by Prentice Hall 

2. Library Databases:  ABC-CLIO 

3. Amistad DVD on the largest slave revolt and consequential international incident.   

4. Glory DVD on the 54
th

 Massachusetts first all black army regiment in the Civil War. 

 



 

 

 

Formative Assessments 

 Graphic Organizers 

 Quizzes 

 Research Paper 

 Blog Responses 

 Primary Resource Analysis 

 Homework Assignment 

 Debate 

 

Integration of Technology: 

 Students will access databases to create and develop and original thesis 

 Students will use the internet to explore topics and events 

 Students will use the SMARTboard to chart social, military, economic and geographic 

changes to the country 

 SMARTboard/Laptop 

 

Technology Resources: 

Click the links below to access additional resources used to design this unit: 

 

1. http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/ 

2. http://www.archives.gov/ 

3. www.loc.gov 

4. ABC-CLIO database 

5. www.pbs.org 

 

Opportunities for Differentiation:  

1. Decode difficult vocabulary  

2. Debate different topics, court cases that arose during this period 

3. Read/write a biography on an abolitionist 

4. Have a pre/post reading activities 

5. Read an audio cd 

6. Invite a speaker/historical actor visit the students. 

7. Write a newspaper article on the Lincoln-Douglass Debates 

8. Create/View a PowerPoint presentation 

9. Research and vote on secession. 

Teacher Notes: 

 

http://www.digitalhistory.uh.edu/
http://www.archives.gov/
http://www.loc.gov/
http://www.pbs.org/

